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Thenextmeetingof the PRAwill beheldon Monday,February26at7:30p.m.
KensingtonParkwoodElementarySchoolMedia Center

Topic: Preserving?arkwoods Environment
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Have you seen this? Where is it?!

Winter Meeting Program

Thetopic of our Octobemeetingwaskeepingour homesandneighborhoodafe. Thetopic of our February
meetingwill bekeepingour environmensafe. Many forces *global, national,regional,andstatewide - affect
our air, our streamspur woodlandsandour gardensn Parkwood. Somewe caninfluenceremotely,some
directly by theactionswe takehere. Our speakersvill addresshe thingsclosesto homethatwe candoto
preserveour environmentandkeepit safefor thefuture. We will alsovoteontheproposed®018budget.

President’s Letter

Thebeginningof the yearseemsa goodtime to think aboutthe pastaswell asthefuture. , I Yivéd in
Parkwoodfor alittle over50 yearsin the samdittle ramblerwhich seemsvensmallernowthatl havea huge
constructiorgoingup nextdoor. Theincreasen the numberof big houseseemdo be a definingthemeof our
neighborhoodbut in manyways,it K D VaQdhyédsomuchatall. We still havelots of big trees,andl very
muchvalueliving whereresidentcareabouteachotherandtheir neighborhood.

, 1 Yoékna partof the ParkwoodResident#Associationfor manyyears,includingservingaspresidenfor four
two-yearterms.Therewasa breakbetweerthosewhile Bailey Condreyservedhis multiple terms.Surprisingly,
there K D Vi@ehs\fushfor othercandidateso replaceme,but you shouldbe awarethatmy presentermends
in 2018,sohereis anopportunityfor someoneewto stepup. , § Yhatlthe privilege of servingwith an
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ExecutiveCommitteeof peoplewho aretruly committedto our neighborhoodandwho havemadethejob of
presidentheeasiesbffice to hold.

Ourassoationhasgrownto includemoreresidentghanmostneighborhoodyroups.Our listservstartedn
March2002,andthe numberof messagepostedn amonth G L G€a§Ha00until May 2004whentherewere
115.Therehavebeensome 3 K RAVR Q \WhKilV665 postsin February2010and597in January2016.1 GLG Q W
checkto seewhatthosewereall about | might mentionthatall this informationis availableat:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/parkwoodresidents(thBmkyou Chris Deweyfor remindingme of

this), asarearchivede-mails. This site alsolists the 50 timesthat questionsaandanswersavebeenpostedabout
notarypublics.We now have927 membes on our listserv,animpressivenumberconsideringhereare937
homes.Thenumberof residentsvho paid duesto renewtheir membershipor to join for thefirst time reachech
recordhigh of 335in 2017,andprovidednearlyequalamountdrom membershigluesanddonationgor
neighborhoodeautification.

Theassociatioririesto respondo U H V L @dacgivsvienwe feel thatcollectivevoicescanaccomplish
somethinghatindividualsmightnot. , § Proudof whatthe PRA hasbeenableto facilitatein 2017. After many
residentcomplaintsaboutthe sideislandsinstalledfor traffic calmingon CedarLane,PRA requestedhe
CountyDepartmenbf Transportationo find a bettersolution.With completionof WSSCwork ontheroad
requiringrepaving,our timing wasjust right for a betterconfigurationto resultwhile still fulfilling theaimto
slowtraffic. PRA alsopersuadedhe Stateto changesignalingfor southboundrockville Piketraffic to beable
to moreeasilymakea left turninto CedarLane.Anotherchangea dedicatedight turn onredfrom CedarLane
ontonorthboundrockville Pike, is still in the persuasiorstage Plantingof newlittle treesby the Countyto
replacebig treeshavingreachedhe endof their lives hasalsobeenhelpedthanksto coardinationbetweerthe
Countyandthe PRA TreeCommittee. And while treestumpsdo takea long time to remove we havea better
understandingf whenthatwill happerfor eachstumpwe haveidentified.

This is the time of year when we ask you please to renew your membership in the PRA and perhaps make a
contribution to the Beautification Committee that maintains our beautiful neighborhood gardens. | hope you
will do that by completing the renewal form attached to this newsletter. Thank you.

Kira Lueders

Parkwood Stories

Does anyone remember the old 5 H D G B¢ Séries called 3/ L likthese United 6 W D WW¢N/ hére is the
first of what we hope will be an ongoing series called 33 D U N Z&RVRIESU Lt id itended to be stories sent in
by you Parkwoodians that tell about interesting things that have happened to you since you have lived here. The
first one has been contributed by our treasurer, Gerald Sharp. | think you will enjoy it. Send me yours for the
Spring edition. Jeff Griffith, editor, jeff@jandjgriffith.com.

The Case of the Unforwarded Letter

By GeraldSharp 30or even40yearsandlonger. But mostof the
Whenyou moveinto ahousewherepeoplehave houseserein Parkwoodhaveof coursechanged
lived beforeyou, you alwayswonderwho theywere handsseverakimessincetheywerefirst built. And
andwhattheywerelike. Thisis especiallytruein my houses oneof these. | knewthe nameof the
Parkwoodwhereour housesverebuilt in theearly womanl boughtthe housefrom, andmy neighbors
1 Wes,someresidentdavelived in their hadmentioneda few peoplewholived in thehouse
housedor decadesevenafew sincethehouses beforeme. Whenoneneighbormovedoutafew
werebuilt. At the meetingsof the Parkwood yearsago,shegavemea stainedglasswindow
Resident#Associationwhenpeopleareaskedo madeby two womenwho hadlived hereandhada

saywheretheylive andfor howlong, manysay20, workshopin thebasement And therewerethe
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4630 Edgefield Road when | moved in back in 2007

Whites,who wereresponsibldor finishing thatnow
finishedbasement But otherthanthat,the people
who hadlived in thehousebeforemewerea
mystery.

After you moveinto anolderhouseyou alwaysfind
yourselfreceivingmail for the prior residentsafter
their forwardingordersexpire. For meafter|
movedin backin 2007, mostof the unforwarded
mail wasjunk mail, buttherewereafew lettersfor
thewomanl boughtthe housefrom. | hadhernew
addresaindwasableto forwardthoselettersonto
her. Therewassomejunk mail addressetb the
Whitesandto someothernamegshatl GLGQ W
recognizethat! couldtrash. Most of the
unforwardedmail did notlook important, with one
exception.| would regularlygetmail from alocal

bankaddressetb awomanwhosenamel GLG Q W

recognize.l initially markedit 3 Q BtWis address,
returnto V H Q @hehxhefirst lettercame butthey
keptcoming,andl finally openedone. It wasthe
bankstatemenftor herIRA, andthebalancewas
high. And | assumedhatsincel wasgettingher
statementsshemusthavelosttrackof heraccount.
So, thiswasimportant. This mail really neededo
beforwarded. But howto find he? | tried
googlinghernamea few times,butit wassucha
commonnamethatthereweretoo manyhits and
nothingto tell mewhich onewasright. Thenl sent
anemailto the Parkwoodistservaskingif anyone
hadanaddresdor her. Again, noluck. So, for 10
years thesestatementsameregularly,andeach
time, | felt atwinge of guilt whenl putthembackin
themail marked, 3 Q RtWWis addressteturnto
VHQGHU"

In Decembef017,l wasusingtheinternetto look
atthetaxrecordsfor my houseandl cameupona
30D U\QBANQ BH F R Weéhsite asitewhereyou
canfind copiesof deeddor propertyin our state. It
requiredmeto createalogin ID andpasswordand
| typedin thetax recordnumberfor my house. And
theretheywere:thedeeddor my housethathad
beenrecordedor thelast37 years,atotal of 109
records. Not all of themwerepropertytransfers;
deedsarealsorecordedvhenhousesarerefinancel
or mortgagegaidoff. Theonlinerecordsonly
wentbackasfar as1980,but theyshowedhat|
wasthe 7" ownerof the housesincethattime. If |
wantedto seetheentirehistoryof my KR XV H {V
owners,l I @aveto makeanactualvisit to the
recordsoffice andlook at all the paperdeedsrom
whenthe housewasbuilt backin the 1 \But
thereamongthis longlist of scannedleedsvasa
deedfrom Januaryl996recordingthetransferof
4630EdgefieldRoadin Bethesddo the woman
whosenamewason all thosebankstatementand
to herhusbandWhatstruckmewasthathehada
differentlastname,andit Z D V @fvon.

My heartskippedabeatwhenl sawthis deed. |
thoughtif | canfind him, | canfind her. Finally,
herewassomeinformationfor the mysterywoman
thatl coulduseto trackherdown. | quickly typed
his nameinto google. And thereit was:alisting for
amanwith theodd namethatsaidhewasa former
residentof BethesdaMaryland,marriedto the
womanl hadwonderedaboutall theseyears.
Eureka! | hadfoundher. Thegooglelistings stated
thathewasthe Chief Legal Officer for a publicly
tradedmedicalcompanyandevenlisted his
impressivesalary. Thedeedrecordsshowedthat
theyhadlived in the houseuntil 1999whenthe
propertywastransferredo JonatharandSara
White. Sothoseunforwardedankstatementsiad
beencomingto my addresdor 18 years.

| wasableto find anemailaddresgor the husband
ontheinternet,andl decidedto emailhim. | used
my NIH work emailaddressandsignatureblock
which lists my nameandDoctorof PublicHealth
degreeandjob title of Epidemiologist. Sincethis
wasto beanemailcomingfrom someonghey

G L GkQoiwliving atahousewheretheyhadlived
averylongtime ago,l wantedto look as
professionahndminimally flakey aspossible.
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Thisis what! wroteto him:

I am the current owner of 4630 Edgefield Road in

Bethesda, where | believe you lived almost 22 years
ago. | was able to track you down by looking at an
earlier deed for my property and using the internet,

since your name is fairly uncommon. I KDY HaQ T W

any luck tracking down your wife directly. 1 am
writing to you, because every six months or so | get
a letter from a bank concerning your Z L | HRRAV
which has a balance of over $xxxx. | have always

actuallyhavebeentrying to trackthis downfor
years. Theoriginal bankthatheldtheaccountwas
acquiredyearsago. My wife wentthrougha
processhatwassupposedo recoverit, butwe
nevergot anystatements.andnow we know why!
| havecopiedheron this email. If youcouldsend
usthemostrecentletterthatwould bevery

K H O S AKdheclosedhis letterwith thesewords:
3 hopeyou areenjoyingthe houseand
neighborhoocdismuchaswe did! Thanksagainfor
reachingoutto XV ~

returned these letters to the bank, writing SDGGUHVV

X Q N Q Rriztl@ envelope, but | fear that she has
forgotten that she has these funds. If you have her
address, would you please pass it on to me so that |
can forward her statement on to her the next time |
receive it. Or perhaps you could advise her to
change her address with her bank.

Sincerely,

Gerald Sharp, Dr.PH,

Epidemiologist, National Institute of Allergy &
Infectious Diseases, NIH

4630 Edgefield Road as it is today

Thehusbandeplied42 minuteslater. He beganhis
lettersaying, 2 7 K DyQu\so muchfor takingthe
timeto trackus G R Z @\nd hegavehis new
addressn New Jerseygexplainingthattheyhad
movedinto 4630EdgefieldRoada few months
beforehis oldestdaughtemwasborn, notingthatshe
wasnow a seniorata Schoolof PublicHealth,
studyingof all things:epidemiology. He saidthat
this wasthefirst hometheyownedandthatthey
still hadfond memoriesof their daysin Parkwood.

This washis explangion for theunforwardedoank
statements3 : L Wdspecto theaccountwe have

| wrote backwith a pictureof EdgefieldRoadasit
looks now andwith picturesof my houseasit
lookedwhenl boughtit andwhentheylived in it
(althoughl think thedrivewaywasaddedater)and
apictureof howit looksnow after| addedafloor. |
alsoupdatechim on all the changedakingplacein
our neighborhoodsthe existinghousesare
enlargedandfamilieswith childrenmovebackin.

| assuredhim | would forwardthe nextletter
addressetb his wife from their bankwhenit

arrives. And | closedwith this: 3& RQJUDWXODW
your daughter.You shouldtell herthather S GLVHD YV

G H W H traildibgfiil “comein handysomedayas
it did for mein trackingyou G R Z Gk % %

Updates: Schools and Libraries

KPES Construction. Emily BeckmantheKPES
PTA ClusterRepresentativegportsthat The
constructiorof the KP additionreportedlyremains
on scheduldgo becompletedn Augustof this
year. We expectto welcomenextyear'sfourth
graderdo indoorclassroomsnsteadof portables!

Noyes Library. Thereis goodnewsaboutthe
Noyes & K L O GLibtdr. Mie Montgomery
CountyHistoric PreservatiolCommissiorandthe
MarylandHistoric Trusthavebothapprovedhe
plansfor expandinghelibrary, includingits
externalelevatortower. The NoyesFoundatiorhas
scheduledts fund-raisinggalafor SaturdayApril
14,from 7-11in theKensingtonTown Hall. See
the | R X Q G DWiisieq: V
http://www.noyeslibraryfoundation.org/foundation
events.htmfor moredetails. 3% % %
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Meet Your Neighbors Saleha, Faisal, and

Mazen Mohsin

As we have noted, Parkwood is a friendly
community where we greet each other cordially and
often help each other out as best we can. However,
we often G R @ef[tdknow many of our neighbors
more extensively. The goal of this column, the latest
in the series, is to introduce some of the many
interesting people in Parkwood. If you know
someone whom you think we would all like to know
better, tell the editor by email
(leff@jandjgriffith.com) or phone message (301-
530-0897).

Theywereoverseasiving a cosmopolitarife-style
in a Scandinaviarcapital,working for international
companiesndtravelingall overEurope. By the
time their sonwasseven he spokethreelanguages,
hadlived in two differentcountries andtraveled
with his parentdo 10-12 others.

Sowhy would theywantto returnto theU.S.,and
putdownrootsin Parkwood?Theansweris family,
schoolsand,astheydiscovereda goodplaceto
live. MeetSalehaandFaisalMohsin,andtheir
sevenyearold sonMazen.

Salehawvasbornin Cincinnati,Ohio, of Pakistani
andIndian Muslim parents.Despitehavinga clear
caseof wanderlustshelived in the samezip code
until shewas19. After collegeshemovedto
Columbus Ohio to work for anewsmagazine.
Thenthis sef- acknowledgedinglophile went off
to Londonwhereshegota P D V Wiebte&iry
journalismat University of the Arts. Her moveto
Londonwasmadea bit easielby thefactthatshe
hadalreadymetFaisal,herfuture husbandyhile he
wason abusinesdrip to Chicago. A mutualfriend
hadintroducedthem,andtheyhadkeptin close
touchoverthenextthreeyears.

Faisalwasbornin London,alsoof Indianand
PakistaniMuslim parents.His fatherwasa chemist
andworkedfor GlaxoSmithKline. His mother
knewverylittle English,sohe spokeUrdu until he
wasfour yearsold. Becauséiis motherhadseveral
brothersandsisterdiving in theU.S., his parents
decidedo applyfor agreencardsothattheymight
somedayhavetheoptionof cominghere. Thirteen
yearslater,theyreceiveda lettersayingthattheir

greencardhadbeengranted. Therewereno
deferment®r delaysallowed;it wasmovenow or
give up thechancedorever. So, his parentsandhis
14-yearold sistermovedto theU.S. )DL Vade |V
brotherwasalreadyhereliving nearWhite Flint.

Faisalwasin his late20satthetime andhada good
job asanarchitectworking for Skidmore Owings
andMerrill. Whenhis parentdeft, hestayedonin
thehousehegrewupin. It wasalittle eeie living
alonein the housethefive of themhadsharedput
thework wasgood,andheliked London. It wasa
bit of luck thatat aboutthis time hewasassignec
projectthatrequiredhim to cometo Chicago
severakimesayear. He wasableto helphis
parentgyetsettled D Q G «akbmetandwasableto
spendanincreasingamountof time with Saleha.

EventuallySalehamovedto London,theygot
married,shegot hermastersandMazenwasborn.
But jobsfor buddingjournalistsweredifficult to
comeby, andLondonwasanexpensivecity. So,
theylookedfor a moreaffordableplaceto live
wheretheremightbe morejob opportunities.Faisal
wasintriguedwith the eastandthoughteitherof the
FarEastor of theMiddle East.

Througha connectionwith afriend, Faisalwas
offeredajobin « 1 R U Z DNbt exactlytheeast,
buttheytook the chancgFaisalhadonly beenin
Osloonedayfor theinterview),andmovedtherein
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2011.Theylovedit, andit washerethatSaleha
showedwhatFaisalcalls 3 K ldrid © Shewasin a
countrywheremostpeoplespeakEnglish,but not
verywell. Mosteverydaythingsaredonein
Norwegian. And theyarea friendly but
neverthelesgeservedgeople. After takinga yearto
helpMazengetsettled,Salehabeganherjob hunt
by joining and 3 K D Q JR. XAdithe ForeignPress
Association. Shestarteda blog aboutliving in
Norway. Sheattendedevents. Eventuallythe Wall
StreetJournalhired herasa parttime stringer.
Onceshehada coupleof 3 F O Lsh&sentthemto
Reutes andto Bloomberg. Bloombergofferedher
ajob asafull-time stringerandthenmadehera
full-time employee.

And therest,astheysay,is history. Accordingto
SalehaBloombergis anexcellentcompanyto work
for. Whentheyfinally decidedo returnto the
Stategn 2016(moreonthatin aminute),
Bloombergagreedo transferherto its Washington,
D.C. office whereshecoversthe Treasury
Department(And no, shewasnotinvolvedin the
recenttax legislation.) It is anespeciallygood
compaty for working parentsgrantingflexible
work hoursasoftenaspossible. Shecanwork from
homeon manydays. Yet herjob still satisfiesher

3 L Wtk tdvel +shecoveredfour countriesin six
daysin Octoberon arecentjob assignmentBut
shecanalso behometo go to schooleventswith
Mazen.

Faisalwasableto follow six monthslater. Coming
full circle,henowworksin theD.C. office of
Skidmore OwingsandMetrrill, thearchitecturdirm
wherehebeganhis careeiin London. Whenhefirst
arrivedin WashingtonFaisalwasworkingon a
projectin SaudiArabia. He wasgettingreadyto go
therewhenPresidenTrumpannouncedhis travel
ban. Eventhoughheis acitizenof theU.K, and
hasa greencard,Faisalwasaboutto leavefor and
thenreturnfrom SaudiArabia. With his family now
here thelastthing he wantedto do wasrisk being
preventedrom returninghome. Fortunatelyhis
companyagreedandhedid not makethat trip,
finishing up the projectby phoneasbesthis could.
Now, for thefirst time, heis working on a projectin
thecontinentall.S. +the constructiorof anew
courthousen PennsylvaniaAnd heis very happy
aboutthat.

But why did theymovebackhere? Foronething,
Mazenwasgettingolderandit wastime to decide
wheretheywantedhim to go to school. Theyhad
felt for sometime thattheywantedhim to goto
schoolin theU.S. KensingtonParkwoocdhas
provedto bea greatschoolfor Mazen. He has
excellentteacherandis doingverywell. It is
especiallynicethathe canwalk to school.

And their family is hereintheU.S. 6 DOHKD {V
parentsstill live in Cincinnati,and,asshesaysthey
arenot gettingyounger.Her brotherlivesin
Chicago,which theyhavevisitedthreetimesjust
thispastyear. ) D L V faf@ftdprother,andsister
areherein MontgomeryCounty, andtheyget
togethemregularly. Theybothwantedto bearound
for all the 3 O LfaMNyOMK L @ke birthdaysand
holidays,thatarehardto sharewhenyou live across
the Atlantic.

But perhapsmostinterestingof all is how much
havingtheir own homehasmeantto them. They
bothstill travelfor their jobs, buttheylove coming
home. And homeis notagrandplace(exceptin
theirhearts). It is exactlywhattheywanted +a
placetheycouldfix up overthe yearsandmakeit
theirown. It is certainlynot huge,buttheynever
wanteda hugeplace,andcomparedo most
Europearapartmentst is definitely large.

And while it is eminentlylivable, it still needsalot
of fixing up, which theylove doing. Faisalcanuse
his architecturakkills in a personalvay, andwhile
hedoesnot havethetime to beado-it-yourselfer,
he spendsnanyhoursplanning,researchingand
specifyinglots of thingsin thehousefrom thetypes
of electricaloutletsto the designsof drawerjoints
andtheplannedextensionn theback. Salehasays
thatwhile Faisaldoesthe designwork, sheis in
chargeof budgetanddeadlines+a good
partnership.And she 3 O R Ydd &bshesays,
SEXWiNe UQDV V'

Whentheyhavetime, theyhavebeendiscovering
whata greatcommunitytheylive in. Like many
who havechildrenandwork, they G R Qay#ds
muchtimeto socializeastheywould like, butwhen
theycan,theyhavemetgreatneighbors.And

W K H daoeredhingslike Rock CreekParkand
its hiking trails. Eventhoughtheycannotwalk to
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work, in keepingwith someof herEuropean
3 U R R3alehasometimesdrivesherwhite Piaggio
motorscooterto the Medical CenterMetro Station.

Onefinal note. | askedhow t felt to bea Muslimin
this countryatthistime. In the courseof hiswork,
Faisalsaidthathe hastraveledin anumberof
placesin the Stateghatdo not meetthe stereotype
thatonemight expect.He hadfoundthe peopleto
beinterestedn him andhis colleaguesto wantto
know moreabouttheirwork, to be curious,open,
andkind. Helikesit herevery much- Americais
vibrant,fastmoving,anddynamic.And hefinds
Americanshardworking, entrepreneual, fun,
sociallyopen,and 3 T X Ltd-drbssthe bridgeto
IULHQGVKLS”

Salela saidthatshehas experiencednore
discriminationasawomanandasa reporter,
especiallyfrom the currentadministratiorthat
seemaotto like journalists thanasa Muslim. She

Feature Article

told this storyabouther parents: After the election
in November2016theydecidedo hold anopen
houseat theirlocal mosquen Cincinnatiandinvite
peoplein to learnmoreabouttheir cultureandtheir
religion. Theyhadhoped50-60 mightjoin them,so
theyweresurprisedanddelightedwhenover500
showedup. At theend,manyaskedhemto please
hold anothereventlike this onebecausehey
wantedto bring theirfriends.

Finally, shesharedhis. Whenherparentsvere
living in Londonfor over 10 yearstheythought
theywould neverleave. But hermothertold her
thatshehadneverfelt partof the U.K. eventhough
shewasa citizen. Whentheymovedto the U.S.she
wasimmediatelytreatedike R @QHW KH P~
meaningike anyotherAmerican.

A goodstoryfor ourtimes. A wonderfulfamily to
havein Parkwood 3% % ¥

Kensington Park Elementary School (KPES) Green Team

7KH .3(6 *UHHQ 7HDP LV D FRPPLWWHH RI WKH VFKRROYfV 37% IRUI
and enhancement through awareness, education, and student activities. Theheo@Green Team is

guided by the MCPS Environmental Sustainability Management Plan (2014) and Environmental Literacy
Plan.

With the help of the KP teachers, staff, dedicated parents and volunteers, and community organizations,
including local businessgsivic groups, nosprofits, and local government, the Green Team had a number of
significant accomplishmentastschool year (SY2018017). It has equally ambitious plans for SY2017
2018, which build on several key projects developed in the previous yea

For example, in SY2018017, wth support from the teachers, staff, a
the Green Team, KP joined the Audubon Naturalist Society (ANS) &
GreenKids Prograng grantfunded educational outreach program that

provides participating public schools with two years of free resources
and field experiences he 29graders at KPES planted salad greens inrsigma-
grow tables to be eaten at a salad party. Thgatlers compted a -
lesson on field sampling in Rock Creek, collecting data on water qua?».
physical characteristics, litter, and macroinvertebrates. An ecology ¥

lesson on the monarch butterfly life cycle, threats to pollinators, and S

restoration techniques was giventivo classes and during Family Fun _ . ' ‘
Day. And a 1,00&quare foot outdoor classroom was constructed us
approximately 20 cubic yards of mulch, 20 mature tree stumps, exis

picnic tables, and a wooden bench. Mulch was courtesy of Dunigan Landscapiddisiic Tree Service.
This area sits under a mature oak canopy and is wifi enabled.
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For SY20172018 the Green Team will provide additional
education materials for students to use in environmental and
ecology lessons. It will also maintain and enhaheeoutdoor
classroom, including painting the picnic tables, installing an
assembly to hang a white board, and decorating the area with
students art.

e S 35 The Green Team will also enhance a new school yard habitat.
: A A 4 , the Spring of 2017, the KP Girl Scoutobp 3664 planned,

deS|gn and mstalled over 100 native pollinator plants brought in from the Montgomery County RainScapes
High School Growing Program. The KP Green Team funded the soil amendment, labor, gardening tools,
and mulch. The Girl Scout Nativeolnator Garden was certified as a NWF Schoolyard Habitat in May

2017. Enhancements this year will include 100 additional native plants in the habitat and on the hillside
adjacent to the playgrounand nesting boxes that support

owls and bats. A

The workof the Green Team is heavily reliant on the
contributions of volunteers, both in time and money. If you &=
would like to know more about the program and possibly £
make a donation, contact Scott Lyn€tnair of theKP Green
Teamat: kpgreenteam@gmail.com

Environmentalist’s Corner

Montgomery County Green Streets Program, by Bailey Condrey

Recentlywhile travelingthroughKensingtonEstates| sawseverahomeswith yardsignsthatsay, 31 R [ 1
pitsin our front \ D U GTWieSesignsseemedvorthy of investigation.

TheMontgomeryCountyGreenStreetsProgram(GSP)is administeredy the F R X QD¥p4rivhendf
EnvironmentaProtection. Theideais to slow theintroductionof stormwaterfrom neighborhoodtreetsinto
thewatershedhatsurroundsusandto allow stormwaterto infiltrate moreslowly backinto theground. For
ParkwoodandsurroundingcommunitiesRock Creektakesthe bruntwhentorrentialrainsswell the streambed
in amatterof minutes. Seehttps://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/restoration/gistesets.html

NeighborhoodsuchasParkwoodandKensingtonEstatesverebuilt well beforethe principlesof stormwater
managemenmnatured. The county,with the help of homeownersywantsto complywith stateandfederallaw
for reducingstormwaterdischargeanto the watershecgindsimultaneouslyeducepollution. Theprogramuses
roadwaylandscapinglesigngo accomplisithesegoalsthroughthe following:

¢ Raingardens,
Bio-retentionpits,
Grassswales,
Curbextensions,
Treeboxes,and
Permeablgpaversandsidewalks.
Theareasalsoprovidefood andshelterfor wildlife. The GSPutilizeslow impactdevelopmenthattypically fits
betweerthe curbandthesidewalk. However,someof thefeaturescanbelargeandvergeonthecommercial
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scale. Whenallargerain gardenor bio-retentionfacility is
plannedthe DEP saysthatit workswith homeownerso agree
on placemenanddesign.

The GSP was given birth when the federal government
informed Maryland that under the Clean Water, Acbrder to
retain their MS4 permitghey would have to install Best
Management Practices for storm water control. MS4 Permi
are also known aMlunicipal Separate Storm Sewer System
Permits. The county has an MS4 Permit that mandates the
County to meet certain water quality standards. The Permit
given every 5 years and the latest permit ended February 2(

% Doyouwanta
20-40 FOOT PIT

There is some contté HUV\ RYHU WKH SURJUDP LQ .HQVLQIJWRQ (VWDWHYV [
VXEMHFW DV RXU QHLJKERUV LQ .( JR WKURXJK WKH SURFHVYV Tk
newsletter. StayX Q H & ¥ ¥

PRA Executive Committee: Officers and Committee Chairs

President Kira Lueders 301-564-0263 kklarl@yahoo.com

Vice President JeffreyGriffith 301-6334512 jeff@jandjgriffith.com
Secretary JudithDighe 301-493-8867 judithdighe@verizon.net
Treasurer GeraldSharp 301-332-9887 ghs2001@yahoo.com
Beautification Gail Condrey 301-564-5692 gaildalferes@yahoo.com
Block Captain Kira Lueders 301-5640263 kklarl@yahoo.com
Membership PaulaFlicker 301-897-3869 pftoo@mindspring.com
Welcoming

ListservAdmin ChrisDewey cdpwd@yahoo.com
Webmaster Alex Clark aclark@aclark.net

Civic Liaison Bailey Condrey 301-564-5692 condreybailey@gmail.com
PastPresident Bailey Condrey 301-5645692 condreybailey@gmail.com

Come spring it will rise and flow again
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2017 Treasurers Report and 2018 Proposed Budget

GeraldB. Sharp,PRA Treasurer

2017 is the 14" yearsince2000thatthe Parkwood
Resident\ssociationhastakenin morethanit
spent. Before2007we frequentlyspentmorethan
theannualincome,but this hashappeneanly once
sincethen,in 2011 whenwe installeda benchin
theWildwood Gardenard signsat severakentrances
into the neighborhood.From2008to 2013,income
exceede@xpensedy from $2000to $3000
annually,butin 2014we beganpayingfor
landscapingervicego maintainthe Parkwood
public gardensandsincethenwe haveonly
broughtin about$500moreeachyearthanwe
spend.

In termsof this \ H D bufndersasshownin Table
2, wereceived$3360in duespaymentsjust $10 of
whichwasprepaidfor 2018. The335members
who paidtheirduesin 2017is the highestnumber
of paidup membersn thehistoryof our
organizationglightly exceedindast \ H D BRPH VA
total of $3262wasdonatedo the beautification
fund,anamountseverahundreddollarslowerthan
in both2015and2016. TheDecembeB1,2017
balancesn thevariousPRA treasuryaccountsare
listedin the Table4.

Tablel shows2017expensedy category.
Administrative costs weresimilar to thoseof past
years. Newsletter costs werelower thanin past
years primarily becauseve publishtwo of thethree
newslettes a yearelectronicallynow insteadof
printingthem. Costsarealsolower this year
comparedo 2016,becauseve did not print and
mail outasmanyof thedigital newsletterso
membersaswe did in 2016. This yearwe asked
membergo requesmailedcopiesonly if theycould
notreceivethedigital newsletteronline.
Beautification expenses weresimilar to thoseof
previousyears. We did install anadditionaldoggy

potty bagdispensethis yearandhavepurchasea
Little Library to housedonatedbodks andfacilitate
booksharing. Meeting room expenses werehigher
this yearthanlast? partlybecauséast \HD U [V
meetingroom costswerepaid eitherthe yearbefore
or theyearafterandpartly becausef projector
expensesWe alsopaidfor MarylandNative Plants
handoutdor oneof the meetings.

2018. Thetotalamountgproposedor the2018
budgetfor eachof the major categorie®f expenses
areshownin thelastcolumnof Tablel above.
Specificamountdor eachline item areomittedto
allow someflexibility asneedsandexpenses
change.Thebeautifcationbudgetwill bediscussed
attheupcomingmeeting.

Becausef our frugality in spendingandthe strong
supportof Parkwoodresidentsvho paythe annual
$10PRA duesandmakegenerougionationgo the
beautificationfund, our organizatiorhasbeenable
to functionwithout raisingthatmoderateannualfee
for thelastdecade.At theendof 2017,thebalance
in the PRAtreasurywas$16,781.34.Althoughwe
needto maintainsomereservesn casea situation
ariseshatrequiresuseof ourresourceswe could
easilyspends60000r moreon someworthy
Parkwoodcenteredoroject. We havediscussed
closingoff the streetnearthe Wildwood Gardenand
havinga picnic with abandandmaybea moon
bounceandfree hotdogsand/orhamburgersnd
softdrinks. It would beniceto dothiswhenthe
Wildwood Gardenis in full bloomthis summer.Is
anyoneinterestedn organizingthis? Shouldwe
plantmoreflowerson someof the mediangn
Parkwood? Pleasecometo the nextPRA meeting
to disausswaysto investin Parkwoodio makeour
neighborhood nicerplaceto live. Orif youhave
ideas pleasesharethemonthelistserv.
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Parkwood Residents Association 2017 7 U H D V X Bdparf] V
Gerald B. Sharp, PRA Treasurer, Dec. 31, 2017

Table 1: 2016 & 2017 Actual Expenses, 2018 Proposed Expenses’

Category Actual Actual Proposed
Expenses Expenses Budgeted
2016 2017 Amounts
2018
Administration
Membership expenses (envelopes, membership 111 168
forms, and address labels)
Welcome packet for new residents, bags 0 0
Wells Fargo Bank fees 0 0
PayPal fees 41 45
Montgomery County Civic Federation 50 50
(MCCF) annual fee
Website domain fee 35 23
Misc. admin expenses 152 120
Administration Total 389 405 600
Newsletters
Printing costs 1053 690
Newsletter distribution expenses (stamps, 301 0
envelopes, labels, etc.)
Total for Newsletters 1354 690 1000
Beautification
Landscaping costs 4089 3875
Mulch, fertilizer, supplies & plants 300 78
Doggy potty bags 312 355
Doggy potty bag dispenser 0 227
PRA resource maintenance (signs, bench, etc.) 60 0
Little library 0 203
Beautification Total 4761 4738 TBD
Meeting Expenses
Meeting room rental 0 157
Projector expenses, handouts 0 176
Meeting total 0 334 300
Totals 6503 6168 TBD.
Table 2: 2017 Receipts’
Type of Income Income 2016 Income 2017 Total 2017
Dues Donations Dues Donations
2017 total dues & donations 3250 3634 3360* 3262 6622.00
Payments made using PayPal (915) (950)
Sub-total 6622.00
Interest. Well Fargo Checking & Savings @ 0.02% ($0.17); Capital One 360 @ 0.4% ($18.25) 18.42
TOTAL INCOME 2017 6640.42

L All figuresin dollars,roundedto the nearestlollar

* $10wasprepaidin 2017for 2018dues
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Table 3: Income and Expenses Since 2007

Year Member Beaut. Interest Total Admin costs / Newsletter Beaut. Total Income -
dues Donations Income room rental Costs Costs expenses
2008 2540 2212 57 4810 173 /52 987 847 2059 2751
2009 3210 2015 90 5315 291 /107 1479 714 2591 2724
2010 2880 2040 82 5002 496 / 84 677 721 1978 3024
2011 2830 2505 74 5409 601 /94 752 5607 7054 -1645
2012 3120 2793 40 5953 355/108 1172 2150 3785 2168
2013 2760 2749 36 5545 277 /108 967 1625 2977 2568
2014 3150 2751 42 5943 770/108 897 3399 5174 769
2015 2440 3804 42 6286 360/110 971 4636 6077 209
2016 3300 3689 18 7008* 389/0 1354 4761 6504 504
2017 3360 3262 18 6640* 405 /335 690 4739 6169 471
*Totals includes $105 (2016) and $10 (2017) in prepaid membership dues and donations
Table 4: Balance Sheet
Dec. 31, 2016 Dec. 31, 2017
Wells Fargo checking acct. 10,326.30 10,415.47
Wells Fargo savings acct. 557.05 557.22
Capital One 360 savings acct. 4565.53 4583.78
PayPal acct. 819.32 1266.50
Cash 41.15 41.12
Outstanding checks 0 -83.25
TOTAL $16,309.35 16,781.34
2017 Credits 6640.42
2017 Debits 6168.43
Dec. 31, 2017 Balance 16,781.34
A Note from the Editor

Because we print and deliver a paper copy of the winter edition of the newsletter (thanks to 30 hearty and
wonderful volunteers), we try to be frugal in our printing costs. Hence, all photos in the paper version are in
black and white, and we limit the number of pages to 12 or fewer. We do email a copy, which has the photos in
color, to all paid members.

This edition does not include the regular column called Political Notes. As the October newsletter indicated,
2018 will be a significant year for elections in Montgomery County, when we will elect a new County Executive
and at least four new members to the nine-member County Council. Political Notes will appear when
appropriate on the listserv at least until the primary election, which will be held on June 26.

This edition also does not include the minutes of the October 2017 meeting. They are available on the PRA
website (http://parkwoodresidents.org/ ),and a summary was provided on the listserv after the meeting. If
anyone would like a paper copy, please send a note to the editor, Jeff Griffith, 4502 Saul Road, Kensington, MD
20895.
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