BRAC:
The County BRAC implementation Committee met Tuesday, July 26, 2011. 

Updates:

1. The BRAC County web site has been updated to be more user friendly for the general public. All BRAC related information can be found on this site and is a very useful tool for ongoing information. www.montgomerycountymd.gov/BRAC 

2. The BIC's agreed-upon plan for providing comments on the Federal Register guidelines pertaining to the $300 million OEA BRAC transportation funding. http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-07-21/pdf/2011-18400.pdf 
The Guidelines have a deadline of August 19 for OEA to receive Public Comments on the proposed funding application criteria. Last night the BIC agreed that people should send their comments on the proposed criteria to Phil Alperson by AUGUST 5. Again, these comments are on the application criteria outlined in the Federal Register, not on potential transportation projects for which funding will be requested. Please note that October 7 is the deadline for qualified government entities (i.e. the County and State) to submit funding proposals, and there will be discussion on potential projects and an opportunity for people to send me their comments on them at dates TBD later in August or September.

3. DAR (Defense Access Roads) funding of 20 M for the 355 Metro crossing (tunnel and high speed elevators) has been increased with an extra 8 M from DOD (Department of Defense) with the remainder of the funds to be applied for through the above OEA BRAC transportation funding.

4. The projected reopening of the Cedar Lane bridge of August 26th has been moved up to August 5th, 2011 - this will make our left turns at Jones Bridge much easier.

5. The access light at Spring Valley Road on Jones Bridge Road is installed and operational.

6. The Jones Bridge Road pedestrian/bike path is to be completed on August 5, 2011.

7. The new ped/bike path on West Cedar Lane between Old Georgetown Road and 355 is now under construction.

8. State Highway gave a presentation on the 4 intersection improvements for BRAC. The presentation is attached. They are moving forward with Tier One and parts of Tier Two in anticipation of the additional funding. Hopefully we will get all of the funding we need for the completion of all 4 Tiers. One of the Tier one contracts will be for the dynamic lane change at Jones Bridge and 355 - the lane next to the present southbound left turn lane will be designated by lights as a left turn lane during peak afternoon hours. 
9. The light at Northwood Drive and 355 is now operational. This light will be for southbound 355 traffic turning left into the Navy and will operate during peak morning hours (5:30 AM to 7:30 AM) and in peak afternoon hours (still to be fully determined). These lights will be monitored by SHA and MCDOT for their effectiveness and will be adjusted as needed. All issues with this light should be reported for efficiency for all.

10. The transition from Walter Reed to Bethesda Naval has already begun. Staff is being transferred over now, out patients and mobile patients will be here by about mid-August and transport patients will be brought over within the last two weeks of August and this transfer will be done on a weekend.

Debbie Michaels
